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But in one other respect at least the conference was extremely important; it terminated the British-Japanese Alliance and substituted for it a treaty between the United States, Great Britain, France and Japan by which each of these Powers undertook to respect the rights of the others, to have recourse to mediation in case of controversy, and to consult together if they were threatened by other Powers. The conference also discussed at length the affairs of China, and drew up a " Nine-Power Treaty" pledging the signatories to respect the independence and integrity of China, to maintain the principle of equal opportunity for commerce and industry to all nations, and not to seek special rights or privileges. A special agreement between Japan and China provided for the evacuation of Shantung by the former. It must be added that many of these arrangements suffered a severe strain in the conflict between Japan and China in subsequent years.erences assembled at Washington on the invitation of President Harding, who had been elected as successor to President Wilson at the Presidential election of 1920. Mr. Hughes, the American Secretary of State, was chairman of the conference, and Mr. Balfour, the leading British and M. Briand the leading French, delegates. The principal result, which was quickly arrived at, was an agreement to suspend the construction of battle-ships for a minimum of ten years with the exception of replacements limited to 500,000 tons for Great Britain and the United States, 300,000 tons for Japan and 175,000 tons for France and Italy. This was a most welcome achievement, which averted a new naval competition that might otherwise have followed between Great Britain and die United States.
